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E.O. II652: GDS 
TAGS: MARR, IS,LE 

SUBJ: REPORTED ISRAELI VIEWS ON SOUTH LEBANON 

1 . AUSTRALIAN THIRD SECRETARY JOHN BRIGHT RECENTLY RETURNED 
PROM TDY TO ISRAEL, WHERE HE MET ON MAY 24 WITH ODED ERAN OF 
FOREIGN MINISTRY'S MIDDLE EAST BUREAU. ACCORDING TO BRIGHT, 

ERAN SAID THE POLLOWING: 

A. THE ISRAELIS WOULD WELCOME SYRIAN ARMY DEPLOYMENT 
SOUTH TO THE NORTH BANK OP THE LITANI. (A MR. MAROME OP THE 
POREIGN MINISTRY’S RESEARCH AND PLANNING BUREAU TOLD BRIGHT 
THE SAME THING.) 

B. THE GOI WANTED THE LEBANESE ARMY TO DEPLOY SOUTH, 

BUT REALIZED THAT THIS MIGHT NOT BE PEASIBLE PROM LEBANON'S 
LEBANON'S POINT OF VIEW. SA'AD HADDAD SHOULD BE OPPICIALLY 
RECOGNIZED BY THE GOL AS THE REPRESENTATIVE OP THE LEBANESE 
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ARMY IN SOUTH LEBANON. 

C. ISRAEL WOULD WITHDRAW ITS PORCES SO THAT IT HAD AS 
MANY MEN IN SOUTH LEBANON APTER JUNE 13 AS IT HAD THERE BEPORE 
THE MARCH OPERATION INTO LEBANON. (COMMENT: THIS WOULD NOT BE 
"TOTAL" WITHDRAWAL.) 


Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 



Sheryl P. Walter Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 20 Mar 2014 


D. THE GOI HAD MADE NO DECISION ON WHAT TO DO IF THE 
PALESTINIANS RETURNED TO SOUTH LEBANON AETER JUNE 13. IN 
ERAN'S PERSONAL VIEW, THE ISRAELIS WOULD GO BACK IN. 

2. BRIGHT ALSO COMMENTED THAT THE CANADIAN EMBASSY IN ISRAEL 
BELIEVED THAT THE ISRAELIS WOULD WITHDRAW EROM SOUTH LEBANON 
IN THE FULL EXPECTATION AND HOPE THAT THE PALESTINIANS WOULD 
RETURN TO THE AREA. THE ISRAELIS COULD THUS POINT TO SOUTH 
LEBANON AND SAY THE SITUATION THERE JUSTIEIED THEIR REMAINING 
IN OTHER OCCUPIED TERRITORIES. 

LANE 
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